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Believable characters in creative writing are those who feel real and authentic to readers,
exhibiting traits, emotions, and motivations that resonate with human experience. These
characters:

1.Have Clear Motivations: They are driven by understandable desires, goals, or fears.
2.Show Depth and Complexity: Even flawed or contradictory traits add to their realism.
3.Evolve Over Time: Characters should grow or change in response to the story’s
events.
4.Act Consistently: Their actions align with their established personalities and
backstories.
5.Relate to the Audience: They evoke empathy, understanding, or recognition in readers.

Here’s a table comparing believable and unbelievable characters in creative writing:

Aspect Believable Characters Unbelievable Characters

Motivation
Clear, relatable, and consistent with their
background.

Inconsistent or unclear, lacking
logical reasons for actions.

Complexity
Exhibit a mix of strengths, flaws, and
conflicting emotions.

One-dimensional, overly perfect, or
completely evil/good.

Growth
Show development, learning from
experiences.

Remain static, unaffected by the
story’s events.

Consistency
Actions align with their established
personality.

Behave erratically, with actions
contradicting their traits.

Dialogue
Speech reflects their background,
personality, and emotions.

Dialogue feels unnatural, forced, or
out of character.

R e a c t i o n s t o
Conflict

Respond in a way that reflects their
personality and experiences.

Over reac t o r under r eac t t o
situations unrealistically.

Relationships
Interactions with others reveal deeper
layers of their character.

Relationships feel superficial or
lack emotional resonance.

Physical Traits
Appearance may hint at their inner
qualities or history.

Appearance is stereotypical without
deeper meaning.

Inner Life
Have a rich inner world, with thoughts
and feelings that align with their actions.

Lack internal depth or are purely
driven by plot needs.

Believability
Readers can empathize and understand
their decisions.

Readers find them implausible or
difficult to connect with.

This table highlights the key differences between characters that feel real and those that may
come across as artificial or less convincing to readers.

By incorporating these elements, writers can craft characters that engage readers and enhance
the story’s overall impact.

https://edukatesingapore.com/creating-believable-characters-in-creative-writing-a-step-by-step-guide/


What are all the types of characters in a
Creative Writing story?
In creative writing, characters can be categorized into several types:

1. Protagonist

•The main character around whom the story revolves.

2. Antagonist

•The character or force that opposes the protagonist.

3. Dynamic Character

•A character who undergoes significant growth or change.

4. Static Character

•A character who remains largely unchanged throughout the story.

5. Round Character

•A well-developed character with a complex personality.

6. Flat Character

•A simple character with limited development and personality traits.

7. Foil

•A character who contrasts with another (often the protagonist) to highlight certain
qualities.

8. Stock Character

•A stereotypical character representing a type (e.g., the wise mentor, the evil villain).

9. Confidant

•A character the protagonist trusts, often revealing their inner thoughts and feelings to
them.



10. Narrator

•The voice telling the story, which could be a character within the story or an outside
observer.

11. Deuteragonist

•The second most important character, often a sidekick or secondary protagonist.

12. Tertiary Character

•Minor characters who play a supporting role in the narrative.

These character types help to create a well-rounded and engaging story, providing depth and
variety to the narrative. 

13. Tragic Hero

•A protagonist with a fatal flaw that leads to their downfall.

14. Anti-Hero

•A central character lacking traditional heroic qualities, often flawed or morally
ambiguous.

15. Mentor

•A wise and trusted guide or teacher who helps the protagonist.

16. Love Interest

•A character that the protagonist is romantically involved with or attracted to.

17. Ally

•A character who supports and aids the protagonist.

18. Villain

•The principal antagonist with malicious intent.

19. Minor Character

•A character who plays a small role in the plot but adds to the story’s depth.



20. Symbolic Character

•A character who represents a larger idea or theme beyond their narrative role.

21. False Protagonist

•A character who appears to be the main character early in the story but is later revealed
not to be.

22. Catalyst

•A character who incites change or drives the plot forward without being deeply involved
in the story.

23. Red Herring

•A character used to mislead the audience or divert attention from the true plot or
solution.

24. Everyman

•An ordinary character with whom the audience is meant to identify.

25. Archetype

•A universal character type that recurs across different cultures and literature, such as
the Hero, the Shadow, or the Trickster.

Genre Dictates The Believable Character in Creative Writing

The choice of story genre profoundly influences the creation of believable characters in creative
writing. Different genres, themes, and narratives demand characters that fit within the story’s
context and meet the audience’s expectations.

1. Genre Considerations:

•Fantasy vs. Realism: In fantasy, characters may have extraordinary traits, but they must
still be grounded in consistent internal logic. In realistic fiction, characters need to mirror
real human behavior and emotions.
•Thriller vs. Romance: A thriller might demand characters with complex, often morally
ambiguous backgrounds, while romance focuses more on emotional depth and relational
dynamics.

2. Narrative Style:

•First-Person vs. Third-Person: In first-person narratives, characters need a distinctive



voice and clear motivations that align with their perspective. Third-person narratives
allow for a broader exploration of multiple characters’ inner lives.
•Linear vs. Non-linear: Linear stories often focus on character development over time,
while non-linear stories might explore how different versions of a character exist in
various contexts or timelines.

3. Theme and Message:

•Coming-of-Age Stories: These require characters who grow and evolve significantly,
reflecting the journey from youth to maturity.
•Social Commentary: Characters in these stories often embody specific societal roles or
issues, requiring a believable alignment with the themes being explored.

4. Audience Expectations:

•Young Adult vs. Adult Fiction: YA fiction often features relatable, evolving characters
dealing with universal themes like identity and belonging. Adult fiction might delve
deeper into complex, sometimes flawed, characters with more nuanced motivations.

5. Plot Structure:

•Character-Driven vs. Plot-Driven: In character-driven stories, the narrative emerges
from the characters’ decisions and growth, necessitating fully developed, complex
characters. In plot-driven stories, characters might be more archetypal, serving to move
the plot forward.

In essence, the type of story dictates not just who the characters are but how they behave,
evolve, and resonate with the audience, making them integral to the narrative’s believability and
success.

Let’s Start Character Building: 

1. Start with the Basics:

•Name and Age: Begin by choosing a name that fits your character’s personality,
background, and setting. Age will influence how they see the world and interact with
others.
•Physical Appearance: Describe their appearance in detail—height, build, hair color, eye
color, and distinguishing features. This helps readers visualize the character and adds
depth to their persona.

2. Understand Their Backstory:

•Past Experiences: A character’s history shapes who they are. Consider their upbringing,
significant life events, and relationships that have influenced their personality and
outlook on life.
•Cultural and Social Background: Think about where your character comes from,



including their family dynamics, education, and social environment. These elements
contribute to their worldview and behavior.

3. Define Their Goals and Motivations:

•Primary Goal: What does your character want more than anything? This goal drives
their actions and decisions throughout the story.
•Motivation: Understand why they want what they want. Is it to seek revenge, find love,
achieve success, or prove something to themselves or others? Motivations make
characters relatable and give them depth.

4. Explore Their Personality:

•Strengths and Flaws: No one is perfect. Give your character a mix of strengths that
make them admirable and flaws that make them human. This balance adds realism to
their personality.
•Fears and Insecurities: What are they afraid of? What makes them vulnerable? These
aspects often influence their decisions and create internal conflicts that drive the
narrative.

5. Develop Their Relationships:

•Family and Friends: How do they interact with those closest to them? These
relationships can reveal different sides of your character and add layers to their
personality.
•Enemies and Rivals: Conflict is essential to storytelling. Consider who opposes your
character and why. These relationships add tension and drama to the plot.

6. Determine Their Voice and Dialogue:

•Speech Patterns: How does your character speak? Do they use formal language, slang,
or have a regional accent? Their speech should reflect their background and personality.
•Inner Thoughts: What does your character think about themselves and the world around
them? Their inner monologue can reveal their true feelings, doubts, and desires, offering
readers a deeper understanding of their character.

7. Test Their Reactions to Situations:

•Conflict and Challenges: Put your character in different situations and see how they
react. Their responses will highlight their strengths, weaknesses, and personal growth
throughout the story.
•Decision-Making: How do they make decisions under pressure? Do they rely on logic,
emotion, or instinct? This will reveal their core values and help develop a consistent
character arc.



8. Refine and Evolve Your Character:

•Character Arc: Ensure your character grows and changes over the course of the story.
Whether they achieve their goal, learn a valuable lesson, or face a tragic downfall, this
arc should be believable and satisfying.
•Consistency: While characters should evolve, they must remain true to their established
personality traits. Sudden, unexplained changes can break the illusion of believability.

The First Principles of Creative Writing by
eduKateSingapore.com for Creating Believable
Characters
To create believable characters using the First Principles of Creative Writing approach by
eduKateSingapore.com, follow these steps:

1.Break Down the Basics: Identify the fundamental truths about your character—core
motivations, desires, and fears—without relying on stereotypes or clichés.
2.Focus on Core Themes: Build your character around a central theme, such as identity
or conflict, ensuring each aspect of their persona aligns with this truth.
3.Innovate in Character Development: Reconstruct your character in a way that
challenges conventional norms, creating unique and original personalities.
4.Iterative Refinement: Continuously refine your character to ensure every trait and
action aligns with their core truths, resulting in a cohesive and impactful narrative.

30 Comprehensive Questions for Character Development
Using First Principles

Here’s a table format divided into categories for developing characters using the First Principles
approach:

Table 1: Basic Questions for Flat Characters

Question Purpose

What is the character’s primary role? Define their narrative function.

What single trait defines this character? Focus on their dominant characteristic.

How does the character advance the plot? Identify their impact on the storyline.

What is the character’s relationship with the
protagonist?

Determine thei r connect ion and
influence.

What is the character’s main objective? Outline their primary goal or purpose.

How does the character’s environment influence them?
Consider their surroundings and its
effect.

https://edukatesingapore.com/first-principles-of-creative-writing/


Table 2: Intermediate Questions for 2D Characters

Question Purpose

What are the character’s strengths? Highlight positive traits or skills.

What are the character’s weaknesses? Identify flaws or vulnerabilities.

What motivates the character’s actions?
Determine the driving force behind their
behavior.

What internal conflict does the character face?
Identify inner struggles influencing
decisions.

What external conflict does the character encounter? Pinpoint challenges from the outside world.

What is the character’s worldview?
Understand their perspective on life and
events.

How does the character change throughout the
story?

Describe their character arc.

How do others perceive this character? Explore how other characters view them.

What is the character’s biggest fear? Identify their deepest insecurity or fear.

What is the character’s greatest desire? Determine what they want most in life.

What moral dilemmas does the character face?
Examine any ethical challenges they
encounter.

How does the character’s background shape their
behavior?

Link past experiences to current actions.

Table 3: Advanced Questions for 3D Full-Background
Characters

Question Purpose

What is the character’s detailed backstory? Develop a comprehensive history.

How do past traumas or joys affect their current
state?

Explore how significant events shape them.

What is the character’s primary emotional drive? Define the core emotion motivating them.

How does the character’s appearance reflect their
inner self?

Use physical traits to mirror personality.

What relationships are most important to this
character?

Identify key connections and their influence.

How does the character speak, and what does it
reveal?

Analyze their dialogue and communication
style.

What are the character’s ethical beliefs? Explore their moral compass and principles.

How does the character react under pressure? Determine their behavior in critical situations.

What are the character’s long-term goals? Outline their ambitions beyond the plot.

What is the character’s role in society? Consider their social status or community role.

How does the character view their own identity? Reflect on their self-perception and place in



Question Purpose

the world.

These tables categorize the character development process into levels of complexity, from flat
to fully fleshed-out characters, ensuring that each aspect of the character is thoughtfully
constructed.

This approach helps create characters that are original, deeply resonant, and integral to the
story’s overall theme. For a more detailed guide, you can visit the full article here.

https://edukatesingapore.com/first-principles-of-creative-writing/
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