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Here is the list of 50 challenging vocabulary words with their meanings, presented in a table format:

Word
Obfuscate
Ephemeral
Ubiquitous
Conundrum
Labyrinthine
Quixotic
Pernicious
Recalcitrant

Ostentatious

Ebullient
Supercilious

Verisimilitude

Acrimonious
Circumspect
Garrulous

Magnanimous

Ineffable
Juxtapose
Loquacious
Meticulous
Nascent
Pseudonym

Quintessential

Resilient
Sycophant

Taciturn
Vexation
Austerity
Capricious
Debilitate

Egalitarian

Furtive

Hapless
Intransigent
Jejune
Licentious

Meaning
To deliberately make something unclear or difficult to understand.
Lasting for a very short time.
Present, appearing, or found everywhere.
A confusing and difficult problem or question.
Irregular and twisting; intricate and confusing.
Exceedingly idealistic; unrealistic and impractical.
Having a harmful effect, especially in a gradual or subtle way.
Having an obstinately uncooperative attitude toward authority or discipline.

Characterized by vulgar or pretentious display; designed to impress or attract
notice.

Cheerful and full of energy.

Behaving or looking as though one thinks one is superior to others.

The appearance of being true or real.

Angry and bitter (typically of speech or a debate).

Wary and unwilling to take risks.

Excessively talkative, especially on trivial matters.

Very generous or forgiving, especially toward a rival or someone less powerful.
Too great or extreme to be expressed or described in words.

To place or deal with close together for contrasting effect.

Tending to talk a great deal; talkative.

Showing great attention to detail; very careful and precise.

Just coming into existence and beginning to display signs of future potential.
A fictitious name, especially one used by an author.

Representing the most perfect or typical example of a quality or class.

Able to withstand or recover quickly from difficult conditions.

A person who acts obsequiously toward someone important in order to gain
advantage.

Reserved or uncommunicative in speech; saying little.
The state of being annoyed, frustrated, or worried.
Sternness or severity of manner or attitude.

Given to sudden changes of mood or behavior.

To make someone weak and infirm.

Believing in or based on the principle that all people are equal and deserve equal
rights.

Attempting to avoid notice or attention, typically because of guilt or a belief that
discovery would lead to trouble.

Unfortunate.

Unwilling or refusing to change one’s views or to agree about something.
Naive, simplistic, and superficial.

Promiscuous and unprincipled in sexual matters.



Word
Morose
Noxious
Onerous
Plethora

Quagmire

Reticent
Salubrious
Trepidation
Unctuous
Vehement
Wistful
Xenophobia
Zealous
Ambiguous

Meaning
Sullen and ill-tempered.
Harmful, poisonous, or very unpleasant.
Involving an amount of effort and difficulty that is oppressively burdensome.
A large or excessive amount of something.

A soft boggy area of land that gives way underfoot; a complex or hazardous
situation.

Not revealing one's thoughts or feelings readily.

Health-giving; healthy.

A feeling of fear or agitation about something that may happen.

Excessively or ingratiatingly flattering; oily.

Showing strong feeling; forceful, passionate, or intense.

Having or showing a feeling of vague or regretful longing.

Dislike of or prejudice against people from other countries.

Having or showing great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a cause or objective.
Open to more than one interpretation; having a double meaning.

This table includes challenging words with their definitions, suitable for a 12-year-old preparing for

the PSLE.

Here is the list of 50 challenging vocabulary words with examples of usage in a Singapore context,
presented in a table format:

Word

Obfuscate
Ephemeral
Ubiquitous
Conundrum
Labyrinthine
Quixotic

Pernicious
Recalcitrant

Ostentatious
Ebullient
Supercilious

Verisimilitude

Example (Singapore Context)

The politician’s speech seemed to obfuscate the real issues surrounding the MRT
fare hike.

The joy of winning the inter-school debate was ephemeral, as the team quickly
focused on the next challenge.

Bubble tea shops have become ubiquitous across Singapore, with one at nearly
every shopping mall.

The conundrum of balancing development with environmental conservation is a
hot topic in Singapore.

The labyrinthine corridors of Changi Airport can be confusing for first-time
visitors.

His quixotic plan to reduce plastic waste in Singapore single-handedly was
ambitious but unrealistic.

The pernicious effects of social media on youth have been a growing concern
among educators in Singapore.

The recalcitrant student refused to follow the school's strict uniform policy.

His ostentatious display of wealth at the Marina Bay Sands casino raised many
eyebrows.

The ebullient atmosphere at the National Day Parade was contagious, with
everyone cheering and waving flags.

Her supercilious attitude during the class debate made it difficult for others to
voice their opinions.

The verisimilitude of the wax figures at Madame Tussauds Singapore is truly
remarkable.



Word

Acrimonious
Circumspect
Garrulous
Magnanimous
Ineffable
Juxtapose
Loquacious
Meticulous
Nascent
Pseudonym
Quintessential
Resilient
Sycophant
Taciturn
Vexation
Austerity
Capricious
Debilitate
Egalitarian
Furtive
Hapless
Intransigent

Jejune

Example (Singapore Context)

The acrimonious argument over the new tuition fees policy divided the Parent-
Teacher Association.

The government was circumspect in its approach to easing COVID-19 restrictions,
considering all risks.

The garrulous old man at the hawker centre loved to share stories about
Singapore's early days.

The magnanimous gesture of donating his entire bonus to charity earned him
respect among his colleagues.

The beauty of the sunset over Marina Bay was ineffable, leaving the onlookers
speechless.

The architecture of modern skyscrapers juxtaposes sharply with the historical
shophouses in Chinatown.

The loquacious tour guide kept the visitors entertained with anecdotes about
Singapore’s history.

The meticulous preparation of the National Day Parade ensured that every detail
was perfect.

The nascent tech startup scene in Singapore is attracting young entrepreneurs from
all over the world.

The famous Singaporean author wrote under a pseudonym to keep his identity a
secret.

A visit to the hawker centre is a quintessential Singaporean experience, where you
can taste local delights.

The resilient spirit of Singaporeans was evident during the recovery from the
global financial crisis.

The sycophant in the office was always trying to curry favor with the boss by
agreeing with everything.

The usually taciturn boy surprised everyone with his eloquent speech during the
debate competition.

The constant delays on the MRT caused great vexation among the commuters
during peak hours.

The company implemented austerity measures, cutting down on bonuses and office
perks to save costs.

The capricious weather in Singapore can make it difficult to plan outdoor
activities.

The haze from forest fires in neighboring countries can debilitate those with
respiratory issues.

Singapore strives to maintain an egalitarian society where everyone has access to
quality education.

The student took a furtive glance at his friend’s test paper during the exam, hoping
not to get caught.

The hapless tourist got lost in the labyrinthine streets of Little India during
Deepavali.

The intransigent vendor refused to lower the price, despite the buyer’s persistent
bargaining.

The movie was dismissed as jejune by critics who expected a more sophisticated
plot.



Word Example (Singapore Context)

. . The licentious behavior of the characters in the play shocked the conservative
Licentious

audience.
The morose atmosphere in the classroom was palpable after the students received
Morose .
their test results.
. The noxious fumes from the construction site prompted complaints from nearby
Noxious .
residents.
The onerous task of organizing the school’s charity event fell on the shoulders of a
Onerous .
few dedicated teachers.
Singapore offers a plethora of dining options, from street food to Michelin-starred
Plethora
restaurants.
. The project became a quagmire of legal and regulatory challenges, slowing its
Quagmire .
progress significantly.
. She was reticent about sharing her opinion on the new school policy, preferring to
Reticent .
listen to others.
. The salubrious climate of Bukit Timah is one of the reasons why it's a sought-after
Salubrious . .
residential area.
Trepidation There was a sense of trepidation among the students as they awaited the
P announcement of their PSLE results.
His unctuous praise of the principal during the assembly made the students roll
Unctuous .
their eyes.
The environmental activists were vehement in their opposition to the new
Vehement
development plans.
. She gave a wistful smile as she reminisced about her childhood days spent at East
Wistful
Coast Park.
Xenophobia The governmept s campaign aimed to reduce xenophobia by promoting the
benefits of a diverse society.
The zealous volunteer dedicated every weekend to teaching underprivileged
Zealous . o
children in Singapore.
. The ambiguous wording of the contract led to a dispute between the parties
Ambiguous

involved.

This table provides each word with an example of usage in a Singapore context, helping to make the
vocabulary more relatable and easier to understand for students preparing for the PSLE.



