
How to Think, Prepare, and Achieve an AL1 in PSLE Composition Writing

by eduKateSingapore.com

Achieving an AL1 (Achievement Level 1) in PSLE Composition Writing requires thorough
preparation and strategic thinking. Here’s how to approach this:

1.Understand the Requirements:
•Know the Marking Rubric: Familiarize yourself with what examiners are looking
for, including content, language, and organization. Understanding the criteria can
help you focus on what’s important.
•Study Past Papers: Review past PSLE composition topics and sample answers. This
helps identify common themes and understand the level of detail and creativity
expected.

2.Develop a Writing Routine:
•Practice Regularly: Writing consistently helps improve skills over time. Set aside
dedicated time each day or week to practice different types of compositions.
•Read Widely: Reading a variety of texts can improve vocabulary, expose you to
different writing styles, and provide inspiration for your compositions.

3.Plan and Structure Effectively:
•Use Mind Maps or Outlines: Before writing, plan your composition using a mind
map or outline. This helps organize your thoughts and ensures your writing has a
clear structure.
•Focus on the Introduction and Conclusion: Strong openings and closings can make a
significant impact. Start with a hook to grab the reader’s attention and end with a
memorable conclusion that reinforces your main points.

4.Enhance Language and Vocabulary:
•Learn New Words: Regularly expand your vocabulary by learning new words and
phrases. Use them in your writing to make your compositions more interesting.
•Use Varied Sentence Structures: Mix simple, compound, and complex sentences to
create rhythm and maintain the reader’s interest.

5.Revise and Seek Feedback:
•Review Your Work: After writing, take time to revise your composition. Look for
areas to improve clarity, coherence, and impact.
•Get Feedback: Share your compositions with teachers, peers, or parents to get
constructive feedback. Use their input to refine your writing skills.

First Principles to Consider Before Starting Preparation

Before diving into preparation, it’s important to consider the first principles of composition
writing that lay the foundation for effective writing:

1.Purpose of Writing:
•Understand why you are writing the composition. Whether to inform, persuade,
entertain, or reflect, knowing your purpose helps shape your approach and tone.

2.Audience Awareness:
•Consider who will be reading your composition. Tailoring your writing to your
audience’s interests and expectations can make your composition more engaging.

3.Clarity and Simplicity:
•Focus on clear and simple language. Avoid unnecessary jargon or complex
vocabulary that might confuse the reader. The goal is to communicate effectively.

4.Creativity and Originality:
•Think about how you can make your composition stand out. Be creative in your
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approach, use vivid imagery, and think outside the box to make your writing unique.
5.Attention to Detail:

•Pay attention to grammar, punctuation, and spelling from the start. These details
matter and can significantly affect your overall score.

By understanding and applying these first principles, students can begin their preparation with a
strong foundation, setting them up for success in their PSLE Composition Writing Examination.

Structure of a PSLE English Composition

Based on the 2024 PSLE English Language Examination Syllabus, the structure for the PSLE
English Composition is outlined under   SEAB Paper 1 (Writing). This paper is divided into two
parts: Situational Writing and Continuous Writing.

1. Part 1: Situational Writing

Situational Writing involves writing a short functional piece to suit a specific purpose, audience,
and context. This part assesses the candidate’s ability to communicate effectively in a given
situation. The format typically includes writing tasks such as letters, emails, or reports.

•Purpose: Write a functional piece that suits the purpose, audience, and context provided.
•Length: Typically, the response should be concise and focused, as it is a functional piece of
writing.
•Marks: This section carries 15 marks.

Key Elements to Include in Situational Writing:

•Understanding the Task: Identify the format required (e.g., letter, email, report) and the
context.
•Clarity and Tone: Use the appropriate tone and style to match the situation. Ensure clarity
and conciseness in your writing.
•Audience Awareness: Consider who the audience is and what their needs or expectations
might be.
•Purposeful Content: Address the task requirements thoroughly, providing all necessary
details.

2. Part 2: Continuous Writing

Continuous Writing requires candidates to write a composition of at least 150 words in continuous
prose on a given topic. This part is designed to assess creativity, language use, and the ability to
organize thoughts coherently.

•Format: Write a continuous prose composition based on a given topic.
•Length: At least 150 words.
•Marks: This section carries 40 marks, making it a significant component of the writing
paper.

Key Elements to Include in Continuous Writing:

•Introduction: Start with an engaging introduction that sets the scene or presents the main
idea of the composition.
•Body Paragraphs: Develop the main idea through well-structured paragraphs. Each
paragraph should focus on a single point or aspect related to the topic.

•Use of Pictures: Three pictures are provided to offer different angles of
interpretation for the topic. Candidates can use these pictures as inspiration for their
writing or develop their own interpretation of the topic.
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•Conclusion: Conclude the composition effectively, summarizing the main points or
providing a final thought.

Important Considerations for PSLE Composition Writing:

•Relevance and Creativity: Ensure that your composition is relevant to the topic and exhibits
creativity. Original ideas and unique perspectives are encouraged.
•Organization and Coherence: Organize your thoughts logically. Use clear paragraphing and
transitions to ensure the composition flows smoothly.
•Language Use: Use appropriate vocabulary and varied sentence structures to enhance the
quality of the writing. Pay attention to grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
•Clarity and Precision: Be clear and precise in your writing. Avoid unnecessary words or
overly complex sentences that might confuse the reader.

By adhering to this structure and focusing on these key elements, students can effectively prepare
for the PSLE English Composition Writing Examination and work towards achieving a high score.

Questions to Ask during PSLE English Composition Preparations: 

Preparing for the PSLE English Examinations is a comprehensive process that spans almost a year,
beginning from the latter part of Primary 5 to the PSLE in September of Primary 6. To ensure a
thorough preparation, it's essential to ask the right questions at each stage, covering all aspects of
study, equipment, and mental preparation. Here's a structured guide with key questions to consider:

1. October of Primary 5: Initial Preparations

Questions to Ask:

•Assessment of Current Level:
•What are the current strengths and weaknesses in English?
•How well does the student understand the syllabus covered so far?
•Are there any specific areas (grammar, vocabulary, comprehension, composition
writing) that need more focus?

•Planning Ahead:
•What topics will be covered in Primary 6?
•Are there any upcoming topics that align with the student’s weaker areas?
•How can we start building foundational skills now for topics to be covered next
year?

•Establishing a Routine:
•What daily or weekly study routines can be established now to prepare for the
heavier workload in Primary 6?
•How much time should be allocated for English revision per week?

2. Primary 6 January: Transitioning to Final Year of Primary School

Questions to Ask:

•Preparation and Planning:
•What are the key topics and objectives for English in Primary 6?
•What are the PSLE format and requirements for English?

•Considering Additional Support:
•Does the student need a tutor to address specific weaknesses or provide extra
practice?



•If considering a tutor, what are the criteria for selecting one (e.g., experience,
teaching style, familiarity with PSLE syllabus)?

•Equipment and Materials:
•What books, assessment papers, and resources are needed for PSLE preparation?
•Are there any online resources or apps that could supplement the learning process?

•Setting Goals:
•What are the target grades for each English component (composition,
comprehension, listening, and oral communication)?
•How can we break down the preparation into monthly or weekly goals?

3. Mid-Year Holiday (June): Intensive Review and Revision

Questions to Ask:

•Review of Progress:
•How has the student progressed in English since the start of Primary 6?
•Are there any persistent areas of weakness that need targeted revision?

•Revision Plan:
•What topics need to be revised in depth during the holidays?
•How can the holidays be utilized to practice past PSLE papers and timed
assessments?

•Skills Enhancement:
•What specific skills (e.g., composition writing techniques, comprehension
strategies) need more practice?
•Are there creative ways to make revision engaging, such as group studies,
educational games, or reading activities?

•Adjustments:
•Are there any adjustments needed in study strategies or routines based on the
student’s performance so far?
•Should there be a focus on improving exam techniques, such as time management
and question analysis?

4. July to Early August: Final Adjustments Before Prelims

Questions to Ask:

•Preliminary Examination Preparation:
•What is the format of the school’s preliminary exams? How does it compare to the
PSLE format?
•What are the specific areas that need attention before the prelims based on previous
assessments and practice papers?

•Mock Exams and Assessments:
•How can mock exams be incorporated into the revision plan to simulate the actual
PSLE environment?
•What strategies can be employed to reduce exam anxiety and build confidence?

•Review and Feedback:
•How should feedback from mock exams and school assessments be used to refine
the preparation strategy?
•What last-minute adjustments are needed in terms of study material, technique, or
focus areas?



5. Mid-August: Prelim Examinations

Questions to Ask:

•Exam Strategy:
•What strategies can help maximize performance during the prelims (e.g., time
management, prioritizing questions)?
•How can the student ensure they understand the requirements for each section of the
English paper?

•Post-Prelim Review:
•What are the main takeaways from the prelims? Which areas showed improvement,
and which need further work?
•How can results and feedback be used to plan the final month of preparation?

6. September: Final Countdown to the PSLE

Questions to Ask:

•Final Preparation:
•What should be the focus in the final weeks leading up to the PSLE? Should there
be more practice papers, revision of weak areas, or stress management techniques?
•What daily and weekly goals should be set to ensure all aspects of the syllabus are
reviewed?

•Mental and Physical Well-being:
•How can stress be managed effectively during the final weeks?
•Are there any relaxation techniques, such as breathing exercises, that can be used to
reduce anxiety?

•Exam Day Readiness:
•What is the checklist of items needed for the exam day (e.g., pencils, erasers, water
bottle)?
•Are there any last-minute tips or reminders for staying calm and focused during the
exam?

Gradually, then Suddenly"- Everything Happens all at Once
of eduKateSingapore.com Primary English Tuition 
In the journey of learning, progress often feels gradual and painstaking—until, all of a sudden,
everything clicks together. At eduKateSingapore.com, this phenomenon is a familiar part of our
Primary English Tuition. We see it unfold as students slowly build foundational skills, and then,
seemingly overnight, experience a surge in understanding and confidence. This transformation is
guided by the principles of Metcalfe’s Law and the S-curve, which underpin our teaching
philosophy.

Metcalfe's Law explains how the value of a network grows exponentially as more participants
engage and share knowledge. In our small group tuition, each student’s progress contributes to a
richer learning environment, where collaborative learning accelerates everyone’s growth.
Meanwhile, the S-curve reflects the phases of learning—from initial slow progress to rapid
improvement, and eventually, a plateau of mastery. By nurturing a supportive environment and
providing targeted instruction, EduKateSingapore.com helps students navigate these phases, leading
to that pivotal moment when "everything happens all at once" and their skills and understanding
dramatically improve.



Using AI and The Fencing Method to Enhance PSLE Composition Writing
Preparation

In today's rapidly evolving educational landscape, leveraging AI and innovative teaching methods
can significantly enhance PSLE composition writing preparation. By integrating AI tools, such as
ChatGPT, with structured approaches like The Fencing Method, we can create a comprehensive
learning process that aligns with eduKate Singapore's 4 Steps of Learning. This approach not only
enhances how the mind works but also fosters critical thinking skills, following the principles of the
S-curve and Metcalfe's Law.

1. The Role of AI in PSLE Composition Writing Preparation

AI tools like ChatGPT offer a dynamic and interactive way for students to practice and improve
their writing skills. These tools can simulate real-time feedback, provide suggestions, and even
generate prompts for students to write about, making the learning process engaging and effective.

•Interactive Writing Prompts: AI can generate diverse writing prompts to help students
practice different types of compositions. By using AI-generated prompts, students can
explore various themes and scenarios, enhancing their creativity and adaptability in writing.
For example, asking ChatGPT, “Can you give me a prompt for a composition about
overcoming challenges?” helps students think critically about their approach to writing.
•Immediate Feedback: With AI, students receive instant feedback on their compositions,
focusing on grammar, coherence, and creativity. This immediate response allows them to
make quick adjustments and learn from their mistakes, accelerating their progress on the S-
curve of learning.

To learn more about using AI effectively in education, check out this guide on AI and AGI in
education.

2. The Fencing Method and Its Integration with AI

The Fencing Method is an innovative teaching strategy designed to enhance composition writing
skills by breaking down the writing process into manageable steps. When combined with AI, this
method can be tailored to each student's needs, providing a personalized learning experience.

•Step-by-Step Guidance: The Fencing Method involves gradually increasing the complexity
of sentences and paragraphs, akin to a fencing match where each move is deliberate and
calculated. By incorporating AI tools, students can receive step-by-step guidance on how to
construct sentences and paragraphs, progressively mastering more complex writing
techniques. Learn more about this method in our Fencing Method for Primary
Englisharticle.
•Reinforcement of Vocabulary and Grammar: AI can reinforce key vocabulary and grammar
points, essential for PSLE English. By providing examples and interactive exercises, AI
helps students internalize these elements, ensuring they use them correctly in their writing.
Explore Vocabulary Learning with The Fencing Method for more insights.

For a deeper understanding of vocabulary learning, visit our 4 Steps of Vocabulary Learning page.

3. eduKate Singapore's 4 Steps of Learning with AI and The Fencing Method

eduKate Singapore's 4 Steps of Learning—Learn, Understand, Memorize, and Test—provide a
structured approach that can be significantly enhanced using AI and The Fencing Method. Here's
how each step fits into the learning process:

•Learn: This step involves introducing new concepts and skills. Using AI, students can learn
through interactive exercises and real-time feedback, which helps them grasp the basics of
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composition writing quickly and effectively. The Fencing Method provides a structured
framework for learning new writing techniques.
•Understand: In this phase, students deepen their understanding of the skills learned. AI can
simulate different writing scenarios, helping students see how these skills apply in various
contexts. The use of mind maps can also be a powerful tool to visualize and connect
different writing elements.
•Memorize: Memorization is about internalizing the skills and knowledge. AI-driven
repetition exercises and quizzes can help reinforce grammar rules, vocabulary, and writing
structures, making them second nature to students. Learn more about using AI to learn
Primary 4 English.
•Test: The final step is testing these skills under exam conditions. AI can provide mock
exams and timed writing prompts to help students practice writing under pressure,
mimicking the actual PSLE exam scenario. For more on preparing for PSLE exams, see our
article on Embracing Volatility: Mentally Preparing for PSLE English Examinations.

4. Applying the S-curve and Metcalfe's Law in Learning

Understanding how the S-curve and Metcalfe's Law apply to learning can greatly enhance PSLE
preparation:

•The S-curve: This concept explains the phases of learning—from slow initial growth, rapid
improvement, and eventual plateau. By recognizing these phases, parents and educators can
tailor their strategies to keep students motivated and progressing. For instance, using AI
tools can help maintain engagement during the slow initial phase, and The Fencing Method
can provide challenges that push students into the rapid growth phase. Read more about The
S-curve and Education.
•Metcalfe's Law: This law states that the value of a network grows exponentially as more
people participate. In educational terms, this means that collaborative learning and sharing
insights with peers can significantly enhance understanding and retention. AI platforms that
allow students to interact and share ideas can create a learning network that amplifies these
benefits. Learn about Education and Metcalfe's Law to see how this applies to PSLE
preparation.

For more on why it's important to study hard and prepare for the AI revolution, explore our article
on Reasons to Study Hard.

5. Conclusion: Enhancing PSLE Preparation with AI and The Fencing Method

Integrating AI with The Fencing Method and following eduKate Singapore's 4 Steps of Learning
offers a robust framework for PSLE composition writing preparation. By understanding the
principles of the S-curve and Metcalfe's Law, students can maximize their learning potential,
improve critical thinking skills, and better prepare for the demands of the PSLE and beyond. This
holistic approach not only equips students with the necessary skills but also encourages a deeper
understanding of why studying hard and being well-prepared is essential in an increasingly AI-
driven world.

Consider Joining EduKateSingapore.com for Small Group English Tuition for
PSLE English Compositions

Preparing for the PSLE English Composition exam can be a challenging journey, but with the right
guidance and resources, students can excel and achieve their goals. One of the most effective ways
to enhance PSLE composition skills is through small group English tuition, such as that offered
by EduKate Singapore. Here’s why joining eduKate Singapore for small group English tuition can
make a significant difference in your child’s PSLE preparation:
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1. Personalized Attention in Small Groups

At eduKate Singapore, small group tuition ensures that each student receives personalized attention
from experienced tutors. This focused approach allows tutors to identify each student's unique
strengths and weaknesses, providing tailored guidance that targets specific areas for improvement.
With smaller class sizes, students are more likely to engage actively in lessons, ask questions, and
receive immediate feedback, which is crucial for mastering the nuances of English composition
writing.

2. Comprehensive Curriculum Aligned with PSLE Requirements

eduKate Singapore’s curriculum is meticulously aligned with the PSLE English syllabus, covering
all aspects of composition writing, from grammar and vocabulary to storytelling and critical
analysis. The structured lessons incorporate various teaching methodologies, including The Fencing
Method, which helps students build their writing skills progressively. This method is particularly
effective in enhancing students' ability to write compelling and well-structured compositions.

3. Incorporation of AI and Modern Learning Techniques

eduKate Singapore integrates AI tools and modern learning techniques into its teaching strategy,
providing a cutting-edge learning experience. Using AI, students can practice writing with prompts,
receive instant feedback, and engage in interactive exercises that reinforce their learning. This
innovative approach not only improves writing skills but also enhances critical thinking and
creativity, essential components for success in PSLE English. To learn more about how AI is used
in education, check out How to Teach Using AI and AGI in Education.

4. Encouraging a Growth Mindset and Critical Thinking

eduKate Singapore emphasizes the development of a growth mindset, encouraging students to view
challenges as opportunities for growth. This mindset is crucial for building resilience and
confidence, especially as students prepare for high-stakes exams like the PSLE. By fostering an
environment that encourages curiosity and critical thinking, students learn to analyze prompts
creatively and construct well-reasoned arguments in their compositions. Understanding the concepts
of the S-curve and Metcalfe's Law can also help students appreciate the value of collaborative
learning and continuous improvement.

5. Access to a Wealth of Resources and Practice Materials

Students at eduKate Singapore have access to a wide range of resources and practice materials
specifically designed for PSLE English. From vocabulary lists and creative writing prompts to
timed practice papers and mock exams, these resources are invaluable for comprehensive exam
preparation. Parents can explore these resources, such as the Vocabulary Lists and Creative Writing
Materials, to support their child's learning at home.

6. Building Confidence and Reducing Exam Anxiety

With experienced tutors who provide constructive feedback and continuous support, students can
build confidence in their writing abilities. Regular practice under exam-like conditions helps
students become familiar with the PSLE format, reducing anxiety and enhancing performance on
the actual exam day. eduKate Singapore also offers strategies to help students manage stress and
stay focused, which is crucial for optimal performance. For tips on mental preparation,
visit Embracing Volatility: Mentally Preparing for PSLE English Examinations.
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Enhance Your Child’s PSLE Preparation with EduKate Singapore

Choosing the right tuition can make a significant difference in your child's PSLE preparation
journey. With its focus on personalized learning, innovative teaching methods, and comprehensive
resources, eduKate Singapore’s small group English tuition offers an ideal environment for students
to thrive. By joining eduKate Singapore, students are equipped with the skills, strategies, and
confidence needed to excel in PSLE English Composition, paving the way for academic success
and beyond.

Explore the benefits of small group tuition and see how eduKate Singapore can support your child's
learning journey by giving us WhatsApp message at   eduKate Singapore.
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