
8th Grade Vocabulary Essential Words with Meaning and Example

Here are age-appropriate meanings and examples for a 14-year-old student for 
the 8th Grade Vocabulary Essential and Advanced Words:

Essential Words

1.Allege

•Meaning: To say that someone has done something wrong, usually without proof.
•Example: The student alleged that his classmate took his pen, but he couldn’t prove 
it.

2.Benevolent

•Meaning: Kind and generous.
•Example: The benevolent teacher always helped students with their homework.

3.Conspicuous

•Meaning: Easily seen or noticed.
•Example: Her bright red jacket was conspicuous in the crowd.

4.Diligent

•Meaning: Showing hard work and effort in doing something.
•Example: He was a diligent student who always completed his assignments on time.

5.Excerpt

•Meaning: A small part of a longer piece of writing or music.
•Example: The teacher read an excerpt from the book to the class.

6.Formidable

•Meaning: Very powerful or strong, making you feel respect or fear.
•Example: The new coach was formidable, and all the players worked hard to 
impress him.

7.Gratuitous

•Meaning: Not necessary or called for; unnecessary.
•Example: The movie was criticized for its gratuitous violence.

8.Hinder

•Meaning: To make it difficult for something to happen or for someone to do 
something.
•Example: The rain could hinder our plans for a picnic.

9.Impartial

•Meaning: Not taking sides; fair.
•Example: The judge was impartial, treating both sides fairly in the case.

10.Juxtapose

•Meaning: To place different things together to show how they are the same or 
different.
•Example: The artist juxtaposed light and dark colors in the painting to create 
contrast.

11.Keen

•Meaning: Very interested or enthusiastic about something.
•Example: She was keen on joining the school’s debate team.



12.Lament

•Meaning: To express sadness or regret about something.
•Example: The whole school lamented the loss of their favorite teacher.

13.Meticulous

•Meaning: Very careful about doing something in an extremely accurate and exact 
way.
•Example: She was meticulous in organizing her notes for the exam.

14.Nostalgic

•Meaning: Having a longing for things from the past.
•Example: Looking at old photos made her feel nostalgic about her childhood.

15.Oblivious

•Meaning: Not aware of what is happening around you.
•Example: He was so focused on his book that he was oblivious to the noise around 
him.

16.Ponder

•Meaning: To think carefully about something.
•Example: She pondered the meaning of the poem for hours.

17.Quarantine

•Meaning: A period of isolation for people or animals that might have a disease.
•Example: The dog was kept in quarantine after traveling to another country.

18.Refrain

•Meaning: To stop yourself from doing something.
•Example: He wanted to argue back but refrained from saying anything.

19.Skeptical

•Meaning: Having doubts or not easily convinced.
•Example: She was skeptical about the rumors she heard at school.

20.Tangible

•Meaning: Something you can touch or feel.
•Example: The tension in the room was almost tangible.

21.Ubiquitous

•Meaning: Being everywhere at the same time.
•Example: Smartphones have become ubiquitous in today’s society.

22.Volatile

•Meaning: Likely to change suddenly and unexpectedly.
•Example: The situation in the game was volatile, with both teams fighting hard to 
win.

23.Wary

•Meaning: Being careful or cautious about something.
•Example: She was wary of walking alone at night.

24.Zeal

•Meaning: Great enthusiasm or energy for a cause or activity.
•Example: His zeal for learning new languages was impressive.

25.Yield

•Meaning: To produce or provide something.



•Example: The farm yields a large amount of crops every year.
26.Xenophobia

•Meaning: A fear or dislike of people from other countries.
•Example: Xenophobia can lead to unfair treatment of immigrants.

27.Whimsical

•Meaning: Playful or fanciful, especially in a way that is appealing or amusing.
•Example: The whimsical illustrations in the book made it a favorite among children.

28.Vigilant

•Meaning: Keeping careful watch for danger or difficulties.
•Example: The guards were vigilant, ensuring the safety of everyone.

29.Undermine

•Meaning: To weaken or damage something gradually.
•Example: The criticism began to undermine his confidence.

30.Thrive

•Meaning: To grow or develop successfully.
•Example: The new plant in the garden began to thrive with proper care.

Advanced Words

1.Aberration

•Meaning: A departure from what is normal or expected, often unwelcome.
•Example: The sudden drop in temperature was an aberration for this time of year.

2.Belligerent

•Meaning: Hostile and aggressive.
•Example: The belligerent tone of his speech made the audience uncomfortable.

3.Capitulate

•Meaning: To surrender or stop resisting.
•Example: After hours of negotiation, the company decided to capitulate to the 
workers' demands.

4.Debilitate

•Meaning: To make someone very weak or infirm.
•Example: The long illness began to debilitate her, leaving her too weak to get out of 
bed.

5.Eclectic

•Meaning: Deriving ideas or style from a broad range of sources.
•Example: His taste in music is eclectic, including everything from classical to hip-
hop.

6.Flabbergasted

•Meaning: Extremely surprised or shocked.
•Example: She was flabbergasted when she found out she had won the competition.

7.Gregarious

•Meaning: Enjoying the company of others; sociable.
•Example: He is a gregarious person who loves to host parties.

8.Hapless

•Meaning: Unfortunate or unlucky.



•Example: The hapless traveler lost his luggage and missed his flight.
9.Iconoclast

•Meaning: A person who attacks or criticizes cherished beliefs or institutions.
•Example: The iconoclast challenged the traditional views of society.

10.Jargon

•Meaning: Special words or expressions used by a particular group that are difficult 
for others to understand.
•Example: The scientist's jargon made the presentation hard for the general audience 
to follow.

11.Kaleidoscope

•Meaning: A constantly changing pattern or sequence.
•Example: The city lights formed a kaleidoscope of colors as the sun set.

12.Languish

•Meaning: To lose strength or become weak.
•Example: The plants in the garden began to languish without enough sunlight.

13.Munificent

•Meaning: More generous than usual or necessary.
•Example: The munificent donation helped the charity reach its goal.

14.Nefarious

•Meaning: Wicked or criminal.
•Example: The villain’s nefarious plans were thwarted by the hero.

15.Omnipotent

•Meaning: Having unlimited power.
•Example: The king believed he was omnipotent, able to do anything he wanted.

16.Pernicious

•Meaning: Having a harmful effect, especially in a gradual or subtle way.
•Example: The pernicious influence of social media can lead to self-esteem issues.

17.Quintessential

•Meaning: Representing the most perfect or typical example of something.
•Example: She is the quintessential student, always prepared and eager to learn.

18.Reciprocal

•Meaning: Given, felt, or done in return.
•Example: The two countries had a reciprocal agreement to reduce tariffs.

19.Sanctimonious

•Meaning: Pretending to be morally superior to others.
•Example: His sanctimonious attitude made him unpopular with his colleagues.

20.Translucent

•Meaning: Allowing light to pass through, but not completely clear.
•Example: The translucent curtains let in the morning light but kept the room private.

21.Unilateral

•Meaning: Involving only one side or group.
•Example: The decision to cancel the trip was unilateral, made without consulting 
everyone.

22.Vindicate



•Meaning: To clear someone of blame or suspicion.
•Example: The new evidence will vindicate her and prove she was not involved in 
the crime.

23.Wistful

•Meaning: Having or showing a feeling of vague or regretful longing.
•Example: She gave a wistful smile as she looked at the old photograph.

24.Xenophile

•Meaning: A person who is attracted to foreign peoples, cultures, or customs.
•Example: As a xenophile, he loved traveling and learning about different cultures.

25.Yokel

•Meaning: A derogatory term for an uneducated or unsophisticated person from the 
countryside.
•Example: The city kids teased him, calling him a yokel because of his country 
accent.

26.Zephyr

•Meaning: A gentle, mild breeze.
•Example: The zephyr was a welcome relief from the summer heat.

27.Vehement

•Meaning: Showing strong and passionate emotion.
•Example: Her vehement argument convinced everyone to support the cause.

28.Urbane

•Meaning: Suave, courteous, and refined in manner.
•Example: He was known for his urbane charm and polished manners.

29.Trepidation

•Meaning: A feeling of fear or anxiety about something that may happen.
•Example: She entered the room with trepidation, unsure of what to expect.

30.Surreptitious

•Meaning: Kept secret, especially because it would not be approved of.
•Example: They had a surreptitious meeting to discuss their plans in private.

These definitions and examples are tailored to be easily understood by a 14-year-old student,
helping them to incorporate these advanced words into their everyday vocabulary.
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